Make Inferences
When you make an inference, you add what you already know to what an author tells you.  You make inferences to better understand what is happening in a story.

EXAMPLES: [image: image1.jpg]



	What the Author Says
	What I know
	My Inference



	None of us had ever seen a tree like this.
	Some things no one has seen are rare
	The tree might be a rare type of tree

	Five people holding hands could barely stretch around the trunk.
	Five people holding hands can make a very long chain
	The tree has a thick trunk.



	We could just make out a bird perched in the top branches
	Things that are far away are hard to see
	The top of the tree is far away; the tree is very tall.


What it seems as if an author has left something out of a story, make an inference to understand what is left unsaid.  

With Examples have the students make inferences

1. Sue blew out the candles and got presents.

2. Mary plays her flute for two hours every day.

3. The boat drifted in the middle of the lake.

4. John went running out in the middle of the street.
5. We bought tickets and some popcorn.

6. I forgot to set my alarm clock last night.

7. When I woke up, there were branches and leaves all over the yard.  

8. Yesterday we cleaned out our desks and took everything home.

9. Everyone stopped when the referee blew the whistle.  

10.   A student returns from recess crying.  
